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 It’s the start of a new year! This 
month has been busy and productive. 
The changes this year will be great as we 
set this huge unstoppable machine 
known as the Walnut Solar Car team in 
motion. 

 We kicked off earlier this month 
with an ambitious objective. This year we 
plan to not make one, but two cars. The 
first car, headed by our captain Mitchell 
Lee, is the Open Division car. Dubbed the 
“OxBatt,” Mitchell is confident we can 
take first overall this year. The second car, 
headed by Mitchell’s co-captain Casey 
Chen, is the currently unnamed new Elec-
tric Car Division car. Casey is optimistic 
that we will do well as we delve into this 
great unknown. 

 The Open Division is where the 
toughest competition is. In the Open Divi-
sion is the Houston Solar Car Team, which 
has dominated the competition for more 
than a  decade. With our increased skills, 
experienced members, and new talent, 
our new Open Division car will be a force 
that will be ready to take on any chal-
lenge. 

 The new Electric Car Division is un-
like anything solar racing has ever seen. 
Unlike the traditional solar car with the 
solar panels on top of the car, this new 
division requires makes use of solar pan-
els in a stationary charging station sepa-
rate from the car. This new division also 

requires that the car accommodate two 
people, a driver and a technician, sitting 
side by side. 

 Our team is also making many im-
provements in our designs this year. A 
lighter alternative to steel, aluminum will 
be used to construct the frames of our 
cars. We have acquired a tubing bender 
that allows us to have a stronger and 
more aerodynamic frame. Now we can be 
a lot more flexible in our design. 

 Starting the year off with ambitious 
goals in mind, we are prepared to leap 
over any hurdles that may come our way. 
With experienced members working with 
a handful of new members, we have a 
strong skill set to accompany our enthusi-
astic mindset. The Walnut Solar Car Team 
is eager to get down to business. 
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