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 On January 15, the Walnut Solar Car Team had the 
privilege to deliver a presentation to 200 high-achieving stu-
dents at the 2017 Global Cup Abacus and Mental Arithmetic 
Championship, hoping to inspiring them to consider pursuing 
STEM. The team members discussed about the Solar Car 
Challenge and explained the mechanisms of the electric car 
and the solar car. The team also presented a collation of 
workshop images and a video of the scrutineering experience 
at the race to illustrate both the hands-on experience that Wal-
nut Solar Car members receive and the excitement of con-
structing a solar powered car. 

 Dr. Tony Torng, the WVUSD Board Member, and 
founders of the Abacus Association visited the Walnut Solar 
Car workshop on January 16. Team members took the oppor-
tunity to discuss about the progress of the electric car and the 
solar car, and provided the visitors a tour of the workshop. 
Here, the team would like to thank United Abacus Arithmetic 
Association for delivering a sponsorship check to support our 
team.   

 The Walnut Solar Car team is excited to finally 
begin installing the electrical components in the electric car 
and the solar car. The team has finished positioning the con-
trol panels and has begun wiring components together. In 
order to improve the organization of the wires, the team has 
been placing conduits strategically throughout the car.  

 

 

 

 The team has successfully blown a new canopy for 
the solar car. Taller than the previous one, the new canopy  
encloses the driver’s compartment and has been precisely cut 
to accompany the surrounding solar panels. The general de-
sign is very similar to the previous one and follows the same 
aerodynamic shape. The canopy is constructed from acrylic, 
which is both light-weight and extremely clear.  

 The team has constructed new rims for the solar car 
to improve the alignment of the wheels and performance of 
the car. The new rims, which have less surface contact, more 
effectively mitigates the expansion and contraction of the 
wheels in response to temperature changes. Furthermore, the 
aluminum rims were manually tig-welded together by the 
team members and installed into the solar car.   

 

 The Walnut Solar Car Team has completed the in-
stillation of the pedal assembly on both the solar car and  the 
electric car. In order to accommodate a diversity of drivers, 
the team meticulously positioned the two brake pedals and 
“gas” pedal at the optimal location. Now, the team is prepar-
ing to install the brakes on the wheels.  

 Upcoming Walnut Solar Car fundraising events in-
clude the CCLS Chinese New Year Festival at Walnut High 
School on 2/4, the Footprints-FunRunWalk at Bishop Amat 
Memorial High School Track on 3/4, and the annual Talent 
Show at Gard’s Music Glendora Store on 3/18.  
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