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On July 15, 2017, the Walnut Solar 

Car team arrived in Fort Worth, Texas, for the 

annual Solar Car Challenge. The team 

checked in both cars, Sheerluck Ohms and 

Wattsun. While all of the members were ex-

tremely excited for the upcoming race, Sheer-

luck Ohms was still unable to be charged 

from the panels. Following team check-in, 

the team went back to troubleshooting the is-

sue. Luckily, the issue was found and solved 

the day before the actual race started on July 

19th. 

 

From July 16-18th, the cars went 

through rigorous technical inspections 

known as scrutineering. Because there were 

so many cars at the race, the lines for the dif-

ferent stations were extremely long, which is 

why it took three days rather than two. While 

Wattsun breezed through scrutineering, 

Sheerluck Ohms met extreme opposition 

from the judges regarding the lack of “crush 

zone” below the body of the car. After several 

conversations with numerous judges, the 

team was faced with a choice: add three-inch 

tubing to be epoxied under the car, or accept 

a penalty of two and a half laps every day. 

The team opted to take the penalty to avoid 

ruining the looks and aerodynamics of the 

car. Both cars passed scrutineering on July 

17th. 
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On July 17th, the team members made 

two oral presentations on both of the cars in 

an attempt to receive extra laps. The Solar 

Car Challenge added this requirement to 

scrutineering to ensure that students are able 

to effectively talk about their project, not just 

do the actual technical work. Teams could re-

ceive up to four miles. Both Sheerluck Ohms 

and Wattsun received four miles for their 

stellar presentations. 

That night, the Solar Car Challenge 

hosted an opening banquet, where the Jarrett 

Dunn Award for the best paper on infor-

mation systems was awarded to Jeremy Lim, 

one of the team captains. In addition, he also 

received $1000 and was allowed to make a 

speech to encourage other teams to gather 

data on their cars. This award is the only 

scholarship offered by the Solar Car Chal-

lenge. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After passing scrutineering, the team 

members used the time to help other teams 

that were having trouble. A notable team that 

received a lot of help was the Green Light-

ning from the Bahamas. The Walnut Solar 

Car team helped them weld a new roll bar and 

even donated one of their motors for future 

improvements to their car. 

 
 On July 18th, the Walnut Solar Car 

team was given the exclusive opportunity to 

be on Fox 4 News, where Dr. Lehman Marks, 

the Race Director, was given an interview 

with Walnut Solar Car as the backdrop. The 

team also gave a ride to one of the reporters 

in Wattsun. 

 
 From July 19th to July 22nd, both 

Sheerluck Ohms and Wattsun raced around 

the Texas Motor Speedway getting as many 

laps as possible. The cars faced great opposi-

tion in their respective divisions. On the first 

day of racing, one of the solar panels of 

Sheerluck Ohms actually flew off of the car, 

which caused the team to receive a penalty. 

Sheerluck Ohms had barely been tested be-

fore coming to the race, making strategy ex-

tremely difficult with no prior data. Through 

all of these issues, Sheerluck Ohms was able 

to win the day trophies for all four days, and 

gave one of them to Liberty Christian as a to-

ken of good spirit.  
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 On the last day, the team decided to 

push both cars to their limits. Driver Phoebe 

Lin was able to accelerate Sheerluck Ohms to 

58 MPH and post a 93 second laptime around 

the Texas Motor Speedway. Wattsun was 

able to reach 38 MPH on track. Sheerluck 

Ohms’ hot lap impressed all of the teams that 

were present. The team encountered count-

less people who wanted photos with the car 

and asked questions all about it. 

 
 At the Awards Banquet on July 22, 

the Walnut Solar Car team was showered 

with awards. Captains Jeremy Lim and 

Katrina Lau were inducted into the Order of 

the Solar Cell. Sheerluck Ohms received the 

Lockheed Martin Award to recognize the en-

gineering excellence of the car. Wattsun re-

ceived the Matt Tunnell Award to recognize 

the drivers’ strong driving capabilities and 

collision avoidance skills. Most importantly, 

Sheerluck Ohms placed first in the Advanced 

Division and first place overall with 434 laps 

(651 miles) and Wattsun placed second in the 

Electric-Solar Powered Division with 291 

laps (436.5 miles). 

 

 
 The 2017 Solar Car Challenge has 

been the most successful year for Walnut So-

lar Car of any race the team has attended. 

This is the first time that the team was able to 

win first place competing against cars with 

$50,000 hub motors, composite body struc-

tures, and even MIT molds. The team is ex-

tremely proud of what it has achieved. 

 
 The Solar Car Challenge has made it 

onto several live news stations in Texas, as 

well as on the front page of several newspa-

pers. The team has also been featured in a lo-

cal Chinese newspaper. 
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Finally, the Walnut Solar Car team 

could not have accomplished any of this 

without the support of their parents, advisors, 

and of course, their sponsors. Thank you for 

making this a reality for our team by allowing 

us to come and win this race for the first time 

in Walnut Solar Car’s history. 

 

 
 

The following are some videos from the race. 

Wattsun’s last lap before coming to the 

checkered flag. 

Sheerluck’s Hot Lap 

Jeremy’s Slalom Test 

Driver’s View from Sheerluck 
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https://youtu.be/pfDysTgoE8s
https://youtu.be/pfDysTgoE8s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y5UoYM978hg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y5UoYM978hg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cXlR7oohgNs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=42D94wyD0gA

