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 The Walnut Solar Car team has been working 
hard and is almost ready to power the Electric-Solar 
Division Car. We have finished creating a crush zone 
and the car is now able to stand on its own wheels. 
Over Thanksgiving weekend, we also painted the 
frame to prevent oxidation of the steel. Before the 
end of the year, we will hook up the motor and bat-
teries and begin testing the car’s performance. This 
car is also being inputted into the computer aided 
drafting program SolidWorks for future submission 
and possible aerodynamic improvement through the 
wind tunnel simulation. 

 On the Advanced Division Car “Stingray,” 
progress includes the installation of the rear body 
panels and the cutting of a hole where the motor and 
rear trailing arm are to be attached. Earlier in the 
year, the team purchased a Zero electric motorcycle. 
We hope to utilize its powerful yet lightweight axial-
flux motor and batteries to power our Advanced Di-
vision vehicle. Currently, we are in the process of 
reverse engineering the internals of the battery and 
have already stripped the parts that we need from the 
motorcycle. We believe that we will be successful 
with these parts as the bike has an extremely long 
range at high speeds, which perfectly suits our needs 
for the race. 

 Team members also went out to fundraise for 
the upcoming year before Thanksgiving. Members 
were split up into groups of three or four students 
each and were assigned “territories” with businesses 
to advertise to. So far, we have made several connec-
tions with various local businesses. Some of them 
started or continued to give sponsorship to the team. 

 Our telemetry team has been working ex-
tremely hard. With two new cars, the coding for 
these systems must be adapted and is imperative for 
testing and running the cars during the actual Solar 
Car Challenge in July. The team meets once a week 
besides the normal Sunday workshops to work on the 
code and to brainstorm possible race strategies. 


