
 
 

Walnut Solar Car 

Achieving the Future of Solar Powered Transportation Technology 

March 2016 Newsletter 

www.walnutsolarcar.com 

 With just a few months left before the race in 
July, the Walnut Solar Car Team has been working on 
more enhancements on the solar car, TARS. Just re-
cently, the team assembled a new lithium ion battery 
pack to be put into the car. In addition, members of the 
team have thoroughly scrutinized mechanical aspects of 
the car, such as the brake lines or bearing on the 
wheels. Officially signed up for the Solar Car Challenge 
in Texas this summer, the team has decided to take 
only the solar car and not the electric-solar powered 
car. Further improvements have also been added to 
TARS, such as a 
more aerodynamic 
frame. The Walnut 
Solar Car Team 
hopes to have a 
more efficient car in 
order to keep up 
with the other vehi-
cles in the Ad-
vanced Division 
during the cross-
country race from 
Fort Worth, Texas 
to Minneapolis, Min-
nesota.  
  
 This month, the Walnut Solar Car Team hosted 
its annual talent show at Grad’s Music. Members of the 
team prepared various performances from singing, 
dancing to acting in humorous skits. For example, one 
of the members brought in his little brother and friend to 
perform a rendition of Jimmy Fallon and Justin Timber-
lake’s “History of Rap” which was a very entertaining 
experience for the audience.  One other member per-
formed a skit with her friend called “Worrying About the 
Future” in which they incorporated the stress students 
might be facing looking ahead towards adult life. 
Throughout  the night, the team also raffled off valuable 
prizes during the intermissions, such as Oakley sun-
glasses or Bluetooth speakers. This talent show was a 
great fundraiser for the team and gave all members a 
chance to showcase their amazing talents.  
  

 On March 19th, some members of the PR/
Business Team competed at the Five Star Challenge at 

Mount San Antonio College. It was a competition hosted 
by the Chinese Institute of Engineers designed to allow 
students to display their knowledge in the STEM field, 
as well as to practice their presentation abilities. The 
presentations were judged on five qualities: Creativity, 
Exploration, Logic, Interaction, and Delivery. After their 
presentation, the Walnut Solar Car Team was awarded 
all five stars and received 2nd place overall out of eight 
teams, some even from Caltech or Pasadena City Col-
lege. This demonstration really allowed the team mem-
bers to learn even more information about the inner 
workings of the solar car. The members were able to 
answer all of the questions asked from the audience 
and the judges, and the competition allowed the team to 
raise awareness not only about their project but also 
about green energy and the power of the sun. 

 The team is also starting to research and exper-
iment with new techniques such as poly-carbon forming. 
The team hopes to be able to blow their own canopies 
for the cars by heating Lexan plastic in a huge steel ov-
en. In addition, initial planning and designing for next 
year’s electric-solar powered vehicle has started for the 
2017 Solar Car Challenge.  
 On April 16th, the team will host game booths 
at the annual celebration of Diamond Bar City’s Birthday 
Party at Pantera Park. Please come and support us. 
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