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The Walnut Solar Car Team would like to thank all 
our sponsors for helping us achieve yet another amazing 
year. After a year of hard work building our vehicles and pre-
paring for the Solar Car Challenge, we are proud to say that 
both cars performed excellently and the team learned and 
achieved so much during the six-day race.  

The solar car, TARS, placed second in the Advanced 
Division and second overall. It ran a total of 745.5 miles over 
the course of four race days. Competing against teams with 
comparatively higher budgets, our team had to compete 
especially efficiently in order to perform to the best of our 
ability. With continuous telemetry, trained drivers, and me-
ticulously planned race strategy, TARS managed to run 
steadily from start to finish. 

The electric car, CASE, placed second in the Electric-
Solar Powered Division and fourth overall. It ran a total of 
537 miles in four days. CASE also cemented itself in Walnut 
Solar Car history by earning the team a first place of the day 
trophy for the first time. Although entering this new division 
made the team anxious, we managed to perform well above 
our expected potential despite our lack of experience in this 
division. Our competitor proved to be a strong one, but the 
competition only pushed our team to race more intelligently 

and actually made the race much more interesting. The team 
is grateful that the Solar Car Challenge was not a cakewalk 
and instead pushed us to our full potential. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The final award we received was the William Shi 
Award, which is given to the team showing the highest level 
of technological achievement. The team is proud to receive 
this level of recognition from the Solar Car Challenge after a 
year of careful designing and building. 

This weeklong Solar Car Challenge left its mark on 
each and every member. For some of us, it was our very first 
race, and for others, it was our last race after years of being 
on the team. Each of us gained STEM knowledge and experi-
ence, learned how to better improve for the future, and dis-
covered new things about our friends and ourselves. Thank 
you to our sponsors, parents, advisors, and the Solar Car 
Challenge for giving us the experience of a lifetime. Though 
we can all agree it was one of the most stressful, hot, and 
tiring weeks of our summer, there is absolutely no doubt 
that it was also one of the best weeks of our summers and of 
our lives.  
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